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! In!many!ways!this!book!is!work!across!borders.!Theoretically,!it!is!situated!at!the!crossroads!between! economic!geography!and!anthropology.!Methodologically,!it!combines!interview<based!and!observational! methods.!And!empirically,!it!focuses!on!a!specific!aspect!of!"south<south"!mobility,!namely!the!manifold! ways!in!which!mobile!goods!and!people!connect!places!in!Africa!with!those!in!China.!! This!empirical!focus!is!timely.!The!growing!importance!of!African<Chinese!trade!is!emblematic!of!the! apparent!shift!of!trade!towards!the!global!south.!The!same!holds!for!the!movement!of!people.!China,!which! has!long!been!a!country!of!emigration,!has!to!adjust!to!its!new!role!at!the!receiving!end!of!migratory!flows,! and!African!countries!have!to!come!to!terms!with!an!influx!of!Chinese!migrants!and!their!impact!on! regional!and!local!economies.! The!papers!that!form!the!heart!of!the!book!are!put!into!a!wider!theoretical!context!in!the!first!part!and!are! connected!to!two!overarching!research!questions.!On!the!one!hand!there!is!a!strictly!empirical!interest!in! "how!Chinese!exports!to!Africa!and!migration!between!China!and!Africa!affect!each!other".!On!the!other! hand,!there!is!a!more!far<reaching!theoretical!question,!namely!how!a!micro<level!perspective!on!migratory! economic!practices!might!enhance!our!understanding!of!the!organization!of!global!value!chains.!! The!brief!introductory!section!is!followed!by!a!detailed!overview!of!two!sets!of!literature!that!deal!with! trade!flows!in!a!transnational!setting:!the!heterogeneous!body!of!work!that!has!eventually!clustered! around!terms!such!as!global!value!chains!or!global!production!networks;!and!the!emergence!of!seemingly! informal!systems!of!economic!exchange!that!make!active!use!of!national!differences!at!a!time!of!eroding! territorial!borders:!suitcase!economies.!With!regard!to!the!former,!Heidi!Østbø!Haugen!provides!a!detailed! and!well<balanced!discussion!of!the!twisted!biography!of!"global!value!chain!(GVC)"<research!and!illustrates! how!GVC!finally!emerged!as!a!common!label!for!research!attempting!to!make!sense!of!an!increasingly! global!division!of!labor.!A!pointed!and!well<argued!discussion!of!three!key!current!developments!in!this! field!of!research!complements!this!summary.!Here,!Heidi!Østbø!Haugen!rightly!criticizes!GVC!research!for! having!gradually!narrowed!its!interests!towards!questions!of!governance!and!upgrading,!increasingly! focused!on!the!integration!of!people!and!regions!into!global!value!chains,!and!become!preoccupied!with! corporate!strategies!and!interests.!This!is!criticized!as!"inclusionary!bias"!in!the!literature.!! The!second!set!of!literature,!the!debate!on!suitcase!trade,!in!many!ways!is!introduced!as!the!mirror!image! of!GVC!research.!While!the!latter!apparently!deals!with!large<scale,!long!distance!trade,!the!former!puts! emphasis!on!smaller!scale!cross<border!exchange.!While!the!latter!has!been!criticized!for!a!bias!towards! successful!integration!and!improvement,!the!former!starts!with!rupture!and!contradictions.!While!the! latter!apparently!dissolves!political!boundaries,!territorial!differences!are!the!very!stuff!the!former!thrives! on.!In!addition!to!this,!suitcase!trade!is!also!said!to!be!more!sensitive!towards!transnational!cultural!flows! and!new!forms!of!migration!in!sustaining!and!driving!cross<border!trade.! Overall,!the!thorough!discussion!of!"theories!of!socially!embedded!economic!transactions"!in!section!2!is! an!impressive!accomplishment.!It!establishes!the!theoretical!foundation!of!the!thesis,!nicely!framing!the! original!papers!and!their!specific!contributions!to!these!debates. .!In!addition!to!this!there!are! regulatory!differences!at!the!subnational!regional!level!which!motivate!African!migrants!to!relocate!into! cities!with!apparently!more!lenient!practices.!And!finally!there!is!a!supranational!element!as!well.!China's! emergence!as!a!popular!destination!for!African!migrants!is!closely!linked!to!increasingly!restrictive!policies! in!the!global!north.! It!is!a!strength!of!the!book!that!the!empirical!material!is!also!used!to!point!to!contradictions!and! unintended!effects!of!certain!decisions!and!measures,!thereby!taking!the!agency!of!migrants!more! seriously.!After!all,!student<traders!skillfully!exploit!Chinese!academic!exchange!policies,!and!for!every! trader!that!turns!into!a!student!there!is!a!student!who!unexpectedly!morphs!into!a!trader!simply!by!making! use!of!the!opportunities!offered!by!Chinese!trade!centers.!And!Pentecostal!churches!turn!from!places!of! protection!into!institutions!that!exert!even!more!pressure!to!be!entrepreneurially!successful.! Overall,!the!papers!fit!together!nicely,!each!highlighting!a!different!facet!of!a!coherent!whole!without! falling!into!the!trap!of!explaining!away!contradictions!and!inconsistencies.!The!article!summaries!in!section! 4!of!part!1!do!a!very!good!job,!teasing!out!the!connections!to!the!GVC!literature!and!-!a!very!laudable! detail!-!even!trying!to!provide!updates!on!recent!developments.!
